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Rodeo Drive — The Podcast presents

Dream On: Jennifer Smith Changes California from a State to a State of Mind
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Left to right: Portrait of Jennifer Smith; book cover for California: Dream State: Stylish Living from Canyon to Coast (Rizzoli, Fall
2025); and C Magazine Spring 2025 issue cover, courtesy C Magazine

LISTEN

(Beverly Hills, CA, April 22, 2025) — The Rodeo Drive Committee announced today the launch
of Dream On: Jennifer Smith Changes California from a State to a State of Mind
the sixth episode in season 5 of Rodeo Drive — The Podcast.

Jennifer Smith was halfway through high school when she visited California with her parents
and decided to stay. A decade later, she conceived and launched C Magazine, a must-read
publication that highlights the people and places that make California the Golden State. Then
came the 2025 wildfires, destroying her Malibu home and those of many friends in her C
community. Did that dim the lights on the California Dream? Not for Smith.

“After a couple of tears, | was ready to rebuild,” she tells Lyn Winter, host of Rodeo Drive The
Podcast, adding, “when you wake up every morning with that ocean outside as your backyard,
and you hear the waves crashing, and at night you see the glistening moon over the waves and
the sea, it's just so magical that you'll just do anything to keep having it.”


https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/dream-on-jennifer-smith-changes-california-from-a/id1514336172?i=1000704372217

Now Smith celebrates 20 years of C Magazine with the publication of a book of stories drawn
from past articles: California: Dream State: Stylish Living from Canyon to Coast (Rizzoli, Fall
2025).

Winter spoke with Smith about the deep allure and mythology of the West Coast, the evolution
of fashion, art and culture over the last two decades, and about making a successful print
magazine in the digital age. For Smith, it started with landing her first cover, featuring model
Carolyn Murphy, thanks to a chance meeting over at a sushi counter in Malibu.

“We just started talking, and I said, ‘I'm launching a magazine about California. Would you ever
consider being on the cover?’ And she said, ‘of course | would.” And then we had Kirsty Hume
as our second cover, because she knew Carolyn did it. And then all of a sudden, | got Cindy
Crawford, and then | got Claire Danes, and then it just, from there we kept going and going.”

Smith explains that the key to success in publishing today is being more than a magazine. The
C-team curates events together with advertising partners, many on Rodeo Drive, like the
memorable dinner for 25 at Harry Winston, at which guests on the street of dreams were each
presented with a silver domed dessert, recalls Smith.

“And inside the silver dome was actually a piece of jewelry for each of the guests. So everyone
was just expecting to see some piece of cake, and there was some million dollar bauble, and
they all got to wear it. So they were dripping in jewels and eating their dessert, and we had the
best time.”

As much as she loves the city, Smith feels the call to the wild. The book contains sumptuous
photos of lives lived well in the canyons, the coast, mountains and desert. The only challenge
was picking from more than 200 issues of the magazine. She and her team looked for timeless
stories “that stood out to us and that we would want to celebrate and see again and again.”

Stories that made the cut include a feature on Kelly Lynch and Mitch Glaser in their weekend
home “that was just so cool with this mountain, rocky, jagged, beautiful;” and the hat maker Nick
Fouquet, in his “amazing house in Topanga that is very cool and architectural.”

The current issue of C Magazine, compiled just after the recent fires, was designed as a love
letter to California. “I'm forever, endlessly in love with it,” she concludes.

Season 5 of Rodeo Drive — The Podcast is presented by the Rodeo Drive Committee with the
support of The Hayman Family, Two Rodeo Drive, Beverly Wilshire, A Four Seasons Hotel, and
the Beverly Hills Conference & Visitors Bureau.
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About Jennifer Smith

Jennifer Smith is Founder, Editorial Director and CEO of C Publishing, which operates C
Magazine. Celebrating its 20" anniversary this year, C is a nationally recognized print
publication created to celebrate the best of California in fashion, culture and design. Under the
C umbrella, other platforms include a website (magazinec.com), newsletters, events, retail pop
ups and a team that creates custom content for top fashion brand partners.

Prior to C (but still concurrently), in 1999, Smith became owner and Editorial Director of SANTA
BARBARA MAGAZINE which turns 50 this year. She took a local city guide and turned it into an
award-winning lifestyle publication, which received the MAGGIE for “Best City Magazine” after
its re-launch. With the success of this formula under her belt, she concepted C Magazine which
launched in 2005 and has become the global authority on California Style.

In September 2025, in conjunction with the magazine’s 20" anniversary, C will publish a coffee
table book with Rizzoli, including a foreword by Cindy Crawford and introduction by Smith,
looking at 20 years of California through the lens of C.

AWARDS
Friendly House’s “WOMEN OF THE YEAR 2009”
Philanthropic Society Los Angeles’ “PHILANTHROPIC VISIONARY AWARD 2017”

PREVIOUS BOOKS
SANTA BARBARA LIVING, Rizzoli (foreword)

C MAGAZINE

Since 2005, C Magazine has been the leading luxury and lifestyle magazine and website on the
West Coast. With exceptional photography, insightful journalism, and sophisticated wit, it is the
arbiter of California’s taste and trends.

CALIFORNIA DREAM STATE: Stylish Living from Canyon to Coast

Published by Rizzoli

By C Magazine

Foreword by Cindy Crawford

Introduction by Jennifer Smith

For 20 years, C Magazine has been the definitive voice of California style, capturing the
essence of the Golden State's most extraordinary homes and breathtaking destinations.


http://magazinec.com

This stunning volume curates two decades of unparalleled access to the clifftop retreats,
vineyard estates, and desert sanctuaries-all of which offer an intimate glimpse into the private
worlds of the Hollywood legends, visionary artists, and the creative minds shaping California's
cultural landscape. From sun-drenched hideaways to architecturally significant masterpieces,
we invite you into a rarefied world where pioneering design meets dreamlike beauty. Step inside
and experience the soul of California-one unique location at a time.

The Rodeo Drive Committee was founded in 1977 and incorporated in 1982 as Rodeo Drive,
Inc., a 501 C (6) non-profit organization, that provides a forum where its members—consisting
of retailers, hoteliers, and landowners—can engage, share a dialogue, and help shape the
present and future of the iconic, world-famous shopping destination.

CONTACT
Lyn Winter, Inc.
Lyn Winter, lyn@lynwinter.com, Isabelle Alfonso, isabelle@lynwinter.com

PRESS IMAGES AND INFORMATION ON THE SERIES

Listen, subscribe, rate and review on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever you get your
podcasts.

Visit the website:
https://rodeodrive-bh.com/podcast/

Watch moments from the series on YouTube

Join us on Instagram:
@rodeodrive_ | #onlyonrodeodrive #rodeodrivethepodcast
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