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CURATED BY PAUL YOUNG, NIKI, LUCY, LOLA, VIOLA, ON VIEW JULY 9 – SEPTEMBER 12, 2015 AT 
DEPART FOUNDATION IN LOS ANGELES,  WAS AN IMMERSIVE VIEWING EXPERIENCE THAT 
FEATURED LARGE-SCALE FLASH ANIMATIONS, VIDEO WORKS AND ANIMATED DIGITAL PAINTINGS. 
CORTRIGHT’S INTERNET-INSPIRED ARTWORKS PLAY WITH THE VERNACULAR OF VIRAL INTERNET 
CULTURE BY APPROPRIATING SOME OF ITS MOST COMMON FORMS AND TRANSFORMING THEM 
INTO SINGULAR, CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED, HYBRID WORKS THAT FALL SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 
IRONIC DISTANTIATION AND THE SINCERE – ITS GENERIC FORMS AND CONTENT FROM ONLINE.

NIKI, LUCY, LOLA, VIOLA FEATURED A SERIES OF NEW VIDEO WORKS AND ANIMATIONS BY 
CORTRIGHT, COMPILED FROM OPEN-SOURCE, SCREENSAVER SOFTWARE, AND PURCHASED 
VIRTUAL STRIPPERS. “NIKI”, “LUCY,” “LOLA,” AND “VIOLA,” ARE THE VIRTUAL EROTIC DANCERS 
ACQUIRED BY CORTRIGHT, FROM READILY AVAILABLE ONLINE SOFTWARE, TO POPULATE HER 
OWN SYNTHETIC AND PAINTERLY LANDSCAPES AND GREEN SCREEN VOIDS. PRESENTED WITHIN 
AN  IMMERSIVE INSTALLATION ENVIRONMENT, WHICH INCLUDED ATMOSPHERIC AUDIO 
COMPONENTS, THESE WORKS SELF-CONSCIOUSLY OFFER AN INFINITE VIRTUAL REDUNDANCY IN 
THEIR REPETITION AND ABSENCE OF REAL-TIME.

ALONGSIDE THESE WORKS, CORTRIGHT ALSO PRESENTED A SERIES OF ANIMATED DIGITAL 
PAINTINGS COMPLIED FROM HUNDREDS OF DIGITAL LAYERS. THESE PAINTINGS ARE A 
COMBINATION OF ABSTRACT GESTURES, MADE WITH CUSTOMIZED  PAINTBRUSH SOFTWARE, 
AND REPRESENTATIONAL FRAGMENTS, CONSISTING OF SAMPLED CLIP ART AND IMAGERY 
FOUND ONLINE. THE MESMERIZING ANIMATION OF THESE DENSE LAYERS SUBTLY CONVEY THE 
ARTIST’S MEDITATIVE PROCESS OF “PAINTING,” REVEALING THE SLOW ACCRETION OF THE 
WORK’S AMBIENT SURFACES.
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GOALS

	  
•  INSPIRE DONOR AND COLLECTOR ENGAGEMENT AND CRITICAL RESPONSE TO NIKI, LUCY, 

LOLA, VIOLA AMONG ITS KEY INFLUENCERS IN THE ARTIST COMMUNITY, CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS, AND ART AND LIFESTYLE MEDIA,  

•  SECURE TARGETED MEDIA COVERAGE AND CONVERSATION ABOUT DEPART FOUNDATION, 
DETAILING ITS ROLE AND IMPORTANCE IN THE LOS ANGELES AND INTERNATIONAL ART 
SCENE 

•  ENSURE HIGH LEVEL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE ARTS AND CULTURAL COMMUNITY AT 
OPENING EVENTS AND THROUGHOUT THE DURATION OF THE EXHIBITION 

•  STRATEGIZE SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVITIES FOR BOTH THE ARTIST’S AND DEPART FOUNDATION’S 
SOCIAL PRESENCES, TO ENSURE COHESIVE MESSAGING FOR THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 
EXHIBITION AND ENCOURAGE AUDIENCE GROWTH AND ACTIVE DIALOGUE. 

!
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RESULTS
 
 
 
•  THE OPENING EVENTS WERE ATTENDED BY OVER 600 IMPORTANT GUESTS  FROM THE ART, 

PHILANTHROPIC,  FASHION, MEDIA, AND ENTERTAINMENT WORLDS, EXPANDING THE 
AUDIENCE REACH OF DEPART FOUNDATION’S INITIATIVES  

•  HIGH IMPACT PRINT AND ONLINE MEDIA OUTLETS SUPPORTED THE EXHIBITION,  PROFILE 
FEATURES ON PETRA CORTRIGHT WERE PLACED IN KEY INTERNATIONAL MEDIA OUTLETS 
SUCH AS THE GUARDIAN, PURPLE MAGAZINE, I-D MAGAZINE AND T MAGAZINE 

•  INCREASED AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT THROUGHOUT DEPART FOUNDATION’S SOCIAL MEDIA 
CHANNELS WITH HUNDREDS OF POSTS SURROUNDING THE EXHIBITION AND RESPECTIVE 
REFERENCE TO DEPART FOUNDATION 
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SELECT COVERAGE
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